Latin America Model United Nations 2022 | 22nd April 2022– 23th April 2022

Forum: UNICEF
Issue #UF-02: The role of governments in the protection of migrant children
Student Officer: Raffaella Laxalde
Position: President of the UNICEF Committee

Introduction
Millions of children forcibly or voluntarily migrate every year, accompanied, or unaccompanied,
from their native territories in search of better living conditions. Common factors that promote
child migration are poverty, limited access to education, violence, discrimination, political
instability, and climatic hazards. However, children also face hardships during their journeys or
at their destination, due to a variety of reasons such as detention, abuse, lack of access to
educational and health services, and discrimination. It is essential that governments commit to
protecting migrant children to ensure their rights are guaranteed.

Definition of Key Terms
Migrants
“An umbrella term, not defined under international law, reflecting the common lay understanding
of a person who moves away from his or her place of usual residence, whether within a country
or across an international border, temporarily or permanently, and for a variety of reasons” (IOM,
2019).
Unaccompanied children
“Children, as defined in Art. 1 of the Convention on the Right of the Child, who have been
separated from both parents and other relatives and are not being cared for by an adult who, by
law or custom, is responsible for doing so” (IOM, 2019).
Internally Displaced Persons (IDPs)
“Persons or groups of persons who have been forced or obliged to flee or to leave their homes
or places of habitual residence … and who have not crossed an internationally recognized State
border” (IOM, 2019).
Asylum seeker
“An individual who is seeking international protection … whose claim has not yet been finally
decided on by the country in which he or she has submitted it” (IOM, 2019).
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Issue Overview
The journey

Abuse, child labor, and human trafficking
A study by IOM and UNICEF (2017) reported that 69% of adults crossing the Central
Mediterranean route admitted to having faced some kind of exploitation, in comparison
to 77% of children (p. 41).
Migrants are often common targets to abuse because of the lack of legal protection their
irregular status provides. UNODC (United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime) (2018)
suggested that dependence on smugglers to cross the border makes the migrant
particularly vulnerable, especially if they are underage, which creates opportunities for
exploitation (pp. 41-42). Human trafficking of migrant children for child labor purposes is
a common means of abuse encountered in migration journeys. Child migrants oftentimes
employ a “pay-as-you-go” method to compensate the smuggler for their services.
UNICEF (2016) has categorized this method as debt bondage (p. 11). In some cases,
the kind of practices children are involved in to pay for their journeys include sexual
work. For instance, young women refugees from Ethiopia, Eritrea, and Kurdistan
reported exchanging sexual services as payments for their journeys in a 2016 French
interview1.

Detention
According to the European Commission (2017), over 100 countries generally detain migrant
children migrating into their territories (p. 15). According to an RMMS (Regional Mixed Migration
Secretariat) study, “the age assessment procedure is assessed as not sufficiently developed in
most European countries”, resulting in the unlawful detention of several minors (The Regional
Mixed Migration Secretariat, 2016, 52).
Treatment: Violence, abuse, and exploitation
The RMMS study (2016) collected testimonies by children who have been in detention,
reporting mistreatment including forced isolation, overcrowding, intentional burning,
forced exposure to extreme weather, restriction to food and clean water, and scarcity of
basic sanitation. Some child detainees have also reported witnessing the execution of
other migrants.
Physical health
The absence of vaccination practices makes detained children prone to infectious
diseases. Moreover, unsafe sexual practices are promoted by detention environments,
1

The Regional Mixed Migration Secretariat. (2016). Young and on the Move - Children and youth in
mixed migration flows within and from the Horn of Africa. https://mixedmigration.org, p. 54
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where the coexistence of adult and unaccompanied children elicit abusive child-adult
relationships; unaccompanied children lack familiar support and are vulnerable to
external pressures, and access to contraceptive methods is greatly restricted. Young
migrants are also often been deprived of basic sexual education. As a result, child
pregnancies and the transmission of sexual diseases are common.
Mental health
Even in short periods of detention, children can display signs of depression, anxiety,
sleep complications, and eating difficulties2. Feelings of confusion and isolation may be
instilled by the overall lack of freedom and entertainment facilities. Behavioral issues
may also arise as a consequence of child detention. According to HREOC (Human
Rights and Equal Opportunity Commission) (2004), being in the presence of acts of
violence and abuse may encourage the replication of said actions because of children’s
nature to internalize behaviors within their environment (pp. 383-385). A study by the
International Detention Coalition (2012) suggested that the consequences of detention
may continue to impact children socially, emotionally, and physically beyond the period
of detention (p. 55).
Deportation
Evidence indicates deportation is rarely effective as a deterrent to immigration. Migrants are
returned to the country with the conditions that once led them to emigrate, so a great majority try
to leave their countries of origin again after return, forcing migrant children to face the same
deadly routes. Moreover, deportation protocols often lack the safeguards that ensure the Best
Interests Assessment3 is conducted prior to returning unaccompanied children to their departure
countries. Accompanied children are often deported together with their families as “their best
interests are rarely considered separately from their parents” (UNICEF, 2017, 32).
Destination countries
Lack of access to health and education
As the RMMS (2016) wrote, the “lack of fixed residence, documentation, and local
language, and fear that their irregular status will be reported can all inhibit the chances
of these groups accessing education, health or other services” (p. 55). In fact, “68 per
cent of refugee children are enrolled in school” and “the gross enrolment for refugees

2

Lorek, A. (2009). The mental and physical health difficulties of children held within a British immigration
detention center: A pilot study. Child Abuse & Neglect, (33), pp. 573-582.
3
“Best interests assessment (BIA). A BIA is an assessment of an individual child, designed to ensure that
the child's best interests are the foremost consideration. A BIA must be conducted by staff with adequate
training and with participation of the child in the process. A BIA should take place as soon as a child is
found to be at risk; it can be reviewed and updated regularly until a durable solution is implemented. A
BIA should be carried out, for example, before tracing occurs or a child is found temporary care. A BIA
should be seen as an essential element of case management and general child protection.”
Source: UNHCR. (n.d.). Best Interests Procedure. UNHCR|Emergency Handbook. Retrieved January 22,
2022, from https://emergency.unhcr.org/entry/44308/best-interests-procedure
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plummets at secondary level, averaging just 34 per cent” (UNHCR, 2021, 6). Scarcity of
specialist care, immunization practices, and basic healthcare services are all common
issues amongst migrant children as well.
Discrimination
Migrant children “are often the victims of discrimination, racism and xenophobia - during
their journies and in their final destinations” (UNICEF, 2018, 5). Over 80% of adolescents
and young people from sub-Saharan Africa, who were surveyed after traveling the
Central Mediterranean route towards Europe, reported experiencing some form of
discrimination4 (International Organization for Migration & UNICEF, 2017, 39). Forms of
discrimination include deprivation of statehood and restriction to health and educational
services, as many refuse to seek these services due to fear of deportation5.
Historical Background
The first recorded cases of child migration happened in 1618 when England began to displace
poor or orphaned children to their colonies6. The Second World War was one of the most
relevant events that led to the child migration, with millions being displaced in multiple European
countries, especially those of Jewish provenance. Although the data on the history of child
migration in Africa is extremely fragmented, there is evidence that African children experimented
internal, trans-Saharan, and transatlantic displacement, either due to labor, religious, or
slavery-related purposes.
Latest Events
“In 2020, the number of international migrants reached 281 million; 36 million of them were
children” (UNICEF, 2021). The Migration Data Portal (2021) estimates that from 1990 to 2020,
the proportion of migrant children increased in Europe, Oceania, Latin America, and the
Caribbean while staying stable in Africa, where the proportion of child migrants is the highest.
The main reasons that lead to increased child migration as of recent are sociopolitical factors
such as poverty, limited access to education, violence, discrimination, political instability, and
climatic hazards. Moreover, the number of unaccompanied children in 2016 was counted to be
five times greater than in 2011. “Limited opportunities for families to move together can force
children to migrate alone in order to reunite with their families” (UNICEF, 2018, 3).

4

International Organization for Migration & UNICEF (Eds.). (2017). Harrowing Journeys: Children and
Youth on the Move Across the Mediterranean, at Risk of Trafficking and Exploitation. United Nations
Children's Fund, The (UNICEF), p. 39
5
Lambda Legal. (2014). When Health Care Isn’t Caring Lambda Legal’s Survey on Discrimination Against
LGBT
People
and
People
Living
with
HIV.
Lambda
Legal.
https://www.lambdalegal.org/sites/default/files/publications/downloads/whcic-report_when-health-care-isnt
-caring.pdf, pp. 12-13
6
Independent Inquiry Child Sexual Abuse. (2018). Child Migration Programmes - Investigation Report
March
2018.
IICSA
Independent
Inquiry
into
Child
Sexual
Abuse.
https://www.iicsa.org.uk/key-documents/4265/view/child-migration-programmes-investigation-report-marc
h-2018.pdf, p. 6
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Major Parties Involved
UNICEF
“We provide life-saving humanitarian supplies in refugee camps. We run child-friendly spaces –
safe places where children on the move can play, where mothers can rest and feed their babies
in private, where separated families can reunite. We support national and local governments to
put in place laws, policies, systems and services that are inclusive of all children and address
the specific needs of migrant and displaced children, helping them thrive” (UNICEF, n.d.).
IOM
IOM advocates “to promote child-sensitive migration policies and programming, alternatives to
detention of migrant children and to facilitate children’s access to protective and assistance
services that address their specific needs regardless of their migratory status”. IOM also creates
partnerships “to encourage responses to migration crises recognizing that children are entitled
to specific rights, including protection” (IOM, n.d.).

IDAC (International Data Alliance for Children on the Move)
IDAC “is a cross-sectoral global coalition comprised of governments (including experts from
national statistical offices and migration-relevant line ministries), international and regional
organizations, NGOs, think tanks, academics, and civil society”. Its aim is to “improve statistics
and data on migrant and forcibly displaced children” as to “support evidence-based
policymaking that protects and empowers them” (UNICEF, 2020).

Timeline of Events
Date

Description of Event

November 26th, 1924

The League of Nations adopts the Geneva
Declaration of the Rights of the Child.

November 20th, 1989

The United Nations General Assembly adopts
the Convention on the Rights of the Child.

June 26th, 2012

UNHCR publishes a “Framework for the
Protection of Children”.

September 25th, 2015

UN General Assembly adopted the 2030 Agenda
for Sustanable Development, urging UN
Members to facilitate the safe migration of
children on the move.

December 17th, 2018

The UN General Assembly affirmed the Global
Compact on Refugees to promote international
cooperation in child migration cases.

November 2nd, 2019

ASEAN Declaration on the Rights of Children in
the Context of Migration restates Member States’
responsibility to adopt migration policies.

March 24th, 2021

The European Union adopts the EU strategy on
the Rights of the Child and the European Child
Guarantee.
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Relevant UN Treaties and Events

UN Resolutions
●

Refugee and displaced children, 5 February 1981 (A/RES/35/187)

●

Assistance to unaccompanied refugee minors, 11 February 1998 (A/RES/52/105)

●

Refugee and displaced women and children, 30 May 1991 (E/RES/1991/23)

●

Protection of migrants, 7 March 2006 (A/RES/60/169)

●

Human rights of migrants: migration and the human rights of the child, 12 October 2009
(A/HRC/RES/12/6)

●

Assistance to refugees, returnees, and displaced persons in Africa, 30 January 2014
(A/RES/68/143)

●
●

Migrant children and adolescents, 11 February 2015 (A/RES/69/187)
Unaccompanied migrant children and adolescents and human rights, 4 October 2017
(A/HRC/RES/36/5)

UN Reports
●

Report of the Secretary-General: Study on the effects of racial discrimination on the
children of minorities and those of migrant workers in the fields of education, training,
and employment, 10 April 2000 (A/CONF.189/PC.1/11)

●

Report of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights: Panel Discussion on
Unaccompanied Migrant Children and Adolescents and Human Rights, 2 August 2017
(A/HRC/36/21)

●

Report

of the Human Rights Council Advisory Committee: Global issue of

unaccompanied migrant children and human rights, 24 July 2017 (A/HRC/36/51)
●

Report of the Secretary-General: Assistance to unaccompanied refugee minors, 24
August 2005 (A/60/300)

●

Report

of the Human Rights Council Advisory Committee: Global issue of

unaccompanied migrant children and human rights, 24 July 2017 (A/HRC/36/51)
UN Publications
●

A Child is a Child: Protecting children on the move from violence, abuse and exploitation,
May 2017, UNICEF

●

Harrowing Journeys - Children and youth on the move across the Mediterranean Sea,
February 2018, UNICEF

●

Uprooted: The growing crisis for refugee and migrant children, September 2016,
UNICEF

●

UNICEF’s Global Programme Framework on Children on the Move, November 2017,
UNICEF

●

Global Study on Smuggling of Migrants 2018, June 2018, UNODC
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Past Action
UNICEF
From 2017 to 2020, UNICEF implemented the program “Protecting Children On The Move in the
Horn of Africa”. It proposed to strengthen case management systems, help improve social
service workforces, improve access to information on child protection, support research to aid
understanding of causes and vulnerabilities of COTM (Children on the Move), and attempt to
support nations to establish alternatives to detention. “The programme has generally contributed
positively to child protection programming in the region … Different legal regimes in place for
different categories of COTM coupled with the COVID-19 pandemic resulted in cross-border
work not fully materializing. An effective system that documents and provides feedback for
sharing information broadly with others on what works for COTM in different contexts was
lacking.” (UNICEF, 2021, 6).
International Community
In 2017, the Council of Europe proposed and funded an action plan to aid child migration which
included “addressing root causes and protecting children along migratory routes”, “swift and
comprehensive identification and protection”, “providing adequate reception in the European
Union”, “ensuring swift and effective access to status determination procedures and
implementation of procedural safeguards”, “ensuring durable solutions” and “respect and
guarantees for the best interests of the child; more effective use of data, research, training, and
funding”. It was reported that “the Strategy has been widely disseminated and promoted at the
member state level”, “has had a positive impact on strategic action at the national level” and its
“impact has been significant but varied across the five priority areas at the national level”
(Council of Europe, 2019, 9-10).
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Possible Solutions
Preventing displacement
The partnership between territories of arrival and departure of child migrants should be
encouraged, whereby the former can provide funding, valuable information, and technical
support to reinforce child protection systems and basic services.
Protection from abuse
To facilitate the identification of cases of child trafficking, labor, or abuse, governments should
give training to public and social workers, and enable migrant children to reach out by
establishing easily-accessible centers where informational, counseling, and assistance services
can all be provided.
To ensure the best reception of COTM, governments should provide training to social,
governmental, and legal workers on the Best Interest Assessment. The establishment of
cross-sectoral working groups can aid collaboration between child protection agents.
Governments should compromise to set up legal channels for migrations where children can
resettle together with their families, such as special visas.
The establishment of standard operating procedures, the training and standard regulation of
volunteers, and the provision of networks to aid collaboration between these are great ideas to
make child reception services more accessible for national funding and improve the quality and
agility of child protection.
Ending detention
Governments can financially and legally support initiatives to implement ATDs (alternatives to
detention) which respects children’s rights and provide access to local community services with
the aid of local civil society, faith-based organizations, or the implementation of trained
guardianship systems. Governments can promote the implementation of ATDs by issuing
legislation prohibiting detention, and local governments can compromise to gather data on the
effectiveness of ATDs to influence their national policy.
Providing access to services
National authorities can facilitate migrant children’s access to residence and birth registration,
healthcare and educational services, without fear of detention, through the establishment of
firewalls, “designed to ensure, particularly, that immigration enforcement authorities are not able
to access information concerning the immigration status of individuals who seek assistance or
services” (Crépeau & Hastie, 2016, 165). Ways to implement firewalls include governmental
service cards which guarantee access to public services.
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Preventing discrimination
Governments can begin combating discrimination by ending policies that criminalize and
discriminate according to the legal status of residents. Governments can prevent discrimination
within communities by creating housing availability via city planning, the creation of housing
development schemes. The use of existing unused infrastructure can help lower the cost of
financing these schemes. Encouraging schools to disseminate information regarding child’s
rights can promote inclusivity, and help migrant children adapt to their new communities.

Bibliography

BBC. (2011, June 14). Australian government sued over abuse claims. BBC. Retrieved January
16, 2022, from https://www.bbc.com/news/uk-13761039

Corlett, D., Mitchell, G., Van Hove, J., Bowring, L., & Wright, K. (2012). Captured Childhood:
Melbourne, International Detention Coalition. International Detention Coalition.
https://idcoalition.org/

Council of Europe. (n.d.). Children and migration. Council of Europe. Retrieved January 17,
2022, from https://www.coe.int/en/web/children/migration

Council of Europe. (2017). Council of Europe Action Plan on Protecting Refugee and Migrant
Children in Europe (2017-2019). Council of Europe.
https://www.coe.int/en/web/special-representative-secretary-general-migration-refugees/action-p
lan

Council of Europe. (2019). Council of Europe Strategy for the Rights of the Child (2016-2021).
Council of Europe. https://rm.coe.int/mid-term-evaluation-report-en/168098b162

Crépeau, F., & Hastie, B. (2016). The Case for ‘Firewall’ Protections for Irregular Migrants:
Safeguarding Fundamental Rights. European Journal of Migration and Law, 157-183.

Latin America Model United Nations 2022 | 22nd April 2022– 23th April 2022

European Commission. (2017). The Protection of Children in Migration. Communication from
the Commission to the European Parliament and the Council, Brussels.
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/

European Network of Ombudspersons for Children. (2016). Safety and Fundamental Rights at
Stake for Children on the Move: Call for the EU and European Countries to implement a Child
Rights Perspective in the Reception of Migrating Children.

Gruberg, S., Rooney, C., McGovern, A., Mirza, S. A., & Durzo, L. E. (2018). Serving LGBTQ
Immigrants and Building Welcoming Communities [paras. 22-23]. Center for American Progress.
https://www.americanprogress.org/article/serving-lgbtq-immigrants-building-welcoming-communi
ties/

Human Rights and Equal Opportunity Commission. (2004). A Last Resort? National Inquiry into
Children in Immigration Detention.

Human Rights Council Advisory Committee. (2016). Global issue of unaccompanied migrant
children and adolescents and human rights. OHCHR.
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/AdvisoryCommittee/Pages/UnaccompaniedMigrantC
hildren.aspx

Independent Inquiry Child Sexual Abuse. (2018). Child Migration Programmes - Investigation
Report March 2018. IICSA Independent Inquiry into Child Sexual Abuse.
https://www.iicsa.org.uk/key-documents/4265/view/child-migration-programmes-investigation-re
port-march-2018.pdf

International Organization for Migration. (2016). Displacement Tracking Matrix Flow Monitoring
Surveys, January–November 2016.

International Organization for Migration & UNICEF (Eds.). (2017). Harrowing Journeys: Children
and Youth on the Move Across the Mediterranean, at Risk of Trafficking and Exploitation. United
Nations Children's Fund, The (UNICEF).

Latin America Model United Nations 2022 | 22nd April 2022– 23th April 2022

IOM. (n.d.). Protection of Children in Migration | Regional Office for the European Economic
Area, the European Union and NATO. Regional Office for the European Economic Area, the
European Union, and NATO. Retrieved January 17, 2022, from
https://eea.iom.int/protection-children-migration

IOM. (2019, July 5). Key Migration Terms, Migration Glossary | IOM, UN Migration. International
Organization for Migration. Retrieved January 17, 2022, from
https://www.iom.int/key-migration-terms

Lambda Legal. (2014). When Health Care Isn’t Caring Lambda Legal’s Survey on Discrimination
Against LGBT People and People Living with HIV. Lambda Legal.
https://www.lambdalegal.org/sites/default/files/publications/downloads/whcic-report_when-health
-care-isnt-caring.pdf

Lorek, A. (2009). The mental and physical health difficulties of children held within a British
immigration detention center: A pilot study. Child Abuse & Neglect, (33), 573-585, 582.

Migration Data Portal. (2021, May 6). Child and young migrants data. Migration Data Portal.
Retrieved January 16, 2022, from
https://www.migrationdataportal.org/themes/child-and-young-migrants

Office of Refugee Resettlement (ORR). (2021, December 20). Facts and Data | The
Administration for Children and Families. The Administration for Children and Families.
Retrieved January 17, 2022, from https://www.acf.hhs.gov/orr/about/ucs/facts-and-data

The Regional Mixed Migration Secretariat. (2016). Young and on the Move - Children and youth
in mixed migration flows within and from the Horn of Africa. https://mixedmigration.org

Shea, K. M., & Committee on Environmental Health. (2007). Global Climate Change and
Children's Health. Katherine M. Shea, and the Committee on Environmental Health; Global
Climate Change and Children's Health. Pediatrics November 2007; 120 (5), 120(5), 1359–1367.

Latin America Model United Nations 2022 | 22nd April 2022– 23th April 2022

https://publications.aap.org/pediatrics/article/120/5/e1359/71102/Global-Climate-Change-and-C
hildren-s-Health

Smith, A. (2006). Soul Wound: The Legacy of Native American Schools. Amnesty Magazine.
https://www.amnesty.org/en/

UNHCR. (n.d.). Best Interests Procedure. UNHCR|Emergency Handbook. Retrieved January
22, 2022, from https://emergency.unhcr.org/entry/44308/best-interests-procedure

UNHCR. (2016). Global Trends: Forced Displacement in 2015. UNHCR - The UN Refugee
Agency. https://www.unhcr.org/576408cd7.pdf

UNHCR. (2021). UNHCR Education Report 2021: ‘Staying the course’ - The challenges facing
refugee education. United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees.
https://www.unhcr.org/publications/education/612f85d64/unhcr-education-report-2021-staying-c
ourse-challenges-facing-refugee-education.html

UNICEF. (n.d.). Migrant and displaced children. UNICEF. Retrieved January 17, 2022, from
https://www.unicef.org/migrant-refugee-internally-displaced-children

UNICEF. (2017). A Child Is a Child: Protecting Children on the Move from Violence, Abuse, and
Exploitation. United Nations Children's Fund, The (UNICEF).

UNICEF. (2018). Children on the Move: Key Facts and Figures. United Nations Children's Fund,
The (UNICEF).
https://data.unicef.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/Data-brief-children-on-the-move-key-facts-a
nd-figures.pdf

UNICEF. (2020, March 2). International Data Alliance for Children on the Move (IDAC) (IDAC) UNICEF DATA. UNICEF Data. Retrieved January 17, 2022, from
https://data.unicef.org/resources/international-data-alliance-for-children-on-the-move/

Latin America Model United Nations 2022 | 22nd April 2022– 23th April 2022

UNICEF. (2020, March 2). International Data Alliance for Children on the Move (IDAC) (IDAC) UNICEF DATA. UNICEF Data. Retrieved January 18, 2022, from
https://data.unicef.org/resources/international-data-alliance-for-children-on-the-move/#12300-2

UNICEF. (2021). Programme Evaluation: Protecting Children On The Move in the Horn of Africa.
UNICEF, New York. https://evaluationreports.unicef.org/GetDocument?fileID=17407

UNICEF. (2021, April). Child Migration. UNICEF Data. Retrieved January 16, 2022, from
https://data.unicef.org/topic/child-migration-and-displacement/migration/

United Nation Children's Fund. (2016). Neither Safe nor Sound: Unaccompanied Children on
the Coastline of the English Channel and the North Sea. Unicef UK.
https://downloads.unicef.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2016/06/Unicef_NeitherSafeNorSound.pdf
United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (Ed.). (2018). Global Study on Smuggling of Migrants
2018. UNODC.

UNODC (Ed.). (2021). Global Report on Trafficking in Person, 2020 (United Nations publication,
Sales No. E.20.IV.3). UN.

USCBP. (2021). US Border Patrol Southwest Border Apprehensions by Sector. US Customs
and Border Protection. Retrieved January 17, 2022, from
https://www.cbp.gov/newsroom/stats/southwest-land-border-encounters/usbp-sw-border-appreh
ensions

Latin America Model United Nations 2022 | 22nd April 2022– 23th April 2022

Appendix or Appendices
Appendix I - Figure 1

Figure 1. Table of outputs of the COTM program, discussing the strategies proposed to achieve each output,.
Extracted from: UNICEF. (2021). Programme Evaluation: Protecting Children On The Move in the Horn of
Africa. UNICEF, New York. https://evaluationreports.unicef.org/GetDocument?fileID=17407, p. 16
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Appendix 2 - Map indicating the size of international child migrant stock by country of
residence, as of 2020.

Figure 2. Map indicating the size of international child migrant stock by country of residence, as of 2020.
Extracted from: UNICEF. (2021, April). Child Migration. UNICEF Data. Retrieved January 16, 2022, from
https://data.unicef.org/topic/child-migration-and-displacement/migration/

Appendix 3 - Chart listing the top 20 countries of international migrants under 18 years
of age

Figure 3. Chart listing the top 20 countries of international migrants under 18 years of age. Extracted from:
UNICEF.

(2021,

April).

Child

Migration.

UNICEF

Data.

Retrieved

January

16,

2022,

from

https://data.unicef.org/topic/child-migration-and-displacement/migration/

Appendix 4 - UNICEF’s Agenda for Action for Refugee and Migrant Children, extract from
“Global Program Framework on Children on the Move”

1. Protect child refugees and migrants, particularly unaccompanied children, from
exploitation and violence;
2. End the detention of children seeking refugee status or migrating;
3. Keep families together as the best way to protect children and give children legal status;
4. All refugee and migrant children keep learning and have access to health and other
quality services;
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5. Press for action on the underlying causes of large scale movements of refugees and
migrants;
6. Promote measures to combat xenophobia, discrimination and marginalization in
countries and areas of transit and destination.

